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ROBERT BLAND SR. FIRST CAME TO HOUSTON IN THE 1970S AND HAS SINCE
BUILT DOZENS OF RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS IN THE BAYOU CITY.

st weekdays, one can usu
ally find Robert Bland Sr. at
either his office off San Felipe
or his latest condominium
building. The Wilshire, less
than a mile away. However,
the 20-year-old developer hasn't forgot
ten about his projects in Sugar Land and
The Woodlands - but he saves those trips
for the weekends.

A former World War 11 and
Korean War veteran, his ear-
kv career days took him
around the world build
ing military facilities
including a tank repair

1,022

ground on their latest project. 1he Bevere,
within a few months.

“It's a fun, creative business,” said
Bland, as he drose tosvard The Wilshire
in his silver Cadillac sedan on a Thursday
morming. The Gther of three and grandfa-
ther of five reached into his blazer pock
&t a few times 1o grab his phone amd take
some business calls.

*What used o take days now takes
minutes.” Bland said. talking

about the speed and scale of

business wday. While he
recalls manually send

ing business letters back

in the dav. now he uses

shop and bases in coun- """:"t: R— E"ﬁ either a deskiop in his
tries such as Portugal "”E,E doped in office - which happens
and Pakistan. Houston to sit next to a Brother

Bland, founder of Hous-
ton-based Pelican Build-
ers Inc.. has collectively built
hundreds of condos. townhomes
and houses in the Hogston area for more
than 30 yvears. Bland, who lives in one
of his owm properties, thinks the condo
high-rise will define the fomure of living
in Houston.

Despite his long and illostrious career.
Bland has no intention of slowing down.
He and his business pariner Derek Dar-
nell are currently on the hunt for two
more project sites and plan 1o break

[vpewTiier - oF 3 compui
er at home for after- hours
emails. The nonagenarian pre-
fers nodl 1o text

The Wilshire, a 96-unit condo near
the River Daks District. has 13 units left
with several tenanis in the closing and
move-in stages. Bland, a civil engineer by
trade. is intimately familiar with details
both lange and small.

*These things just don't happen.™
Bland said. *You've got to think and plan
and work with architects, designers, con-
sultants. You've got o be creative and

work with the whole staff.™

His superintendent, Patrick McGinnis,
knows to expect a few calls from Bland
throughout the day

That Thursday moming. Bland knew
exactly what he needed 1o see. A fifth-
floor condo buyer had requested a steam
heater for the master bath shower. but it
had some issues with excess steam that
eventually got resobved. He still went
siraight to the master closet o
check on the equipment.

“We keep tabs on every-
thing.” he said. He car
ries around four fold-
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MARCH 16-22, 2018

high rises except for an office building.
Bland and his team built withouot amy
presales.

It vwas a big movstery,” he said. “People
would say ‘Hey: a condo in Houston; is it
going o sell?™"

“We just dug a hole in the ground and
beailt it,~ Bland said. He recalls a lange sign
they had put up owtside the building that
could be seen when driving down Wood-
weay that kept track of the mum-

ber of units available and the

number of units sold. “We
changed the numbers
every day and the news-

ed-up letter-sized pages How many condo paper would take pic
in in his jpcket pocket stories of residential tures of it.”

at all times, incloding properties Bland Se. Back in the “70s. a
two spreadshects detail- - W Soumt - 1. 500 square- foot  two

ing the units sold, the
units closing and the units
remaining.

Bland's civil engineering back
ground helps with the boilding and con-
struction side of the development busi
ness. But, “selling is fun, too,” he adds.

Originally from New Orleans (his com
ey reame s an homage to the state hind
of Louisiana), Bland came 1o Houston in
the 1970= and soon after. built the thind
high-rise ever in the cin. The Woodway,
in 1974, At the time, the Galleria had been
built, but curside the Loop there were no

bedroom, two-and-a-half
bathroom condo sold for

S67 MM,
“That just shows you, you really
can’ t go wirong on real estate,” BL
Feal estate is a business
its challenges, with the hi
tied o the local economm: W
s and then Houston'™s eoom
in the 1980s, Bland went to
in Orlando and Ft. Lasderda
Eamily staved in Houston. In 2
broke ground on his Highl
project just two months be

MARCH 16-22, 2018

Lap=e of Lehman Brothers. The units ook
two full years to sell out after the buoild-
ing deliversd.

“¥ou"ve got 0 be an opiimist.™ he said

Bland is very optimistic when it comes
i high-rise living in Houston. Within five
0 10 years., he wouldn't be surprised 1o see
odider apartment complexes iorm down in
Ervor of some form of high rise.

=1 think that"s wihat the foture of Hoos
tomn 5. e sabd.

Ric Carmpo, dhainman and CEOwof Cam
den Property Trust, has
known Bland since
1979 when Bland was
bailding the Greemass
I and Il condominiums
and Campo worked
for the Howston-hased
development compa
my behind Greemway
Plaga, Century Devel-
opment Campo was then one of Bland's
fimancial partmers when he started Pelican.

He describes Bland a3 a perfectionist,
but also a gquick thinker and adapier o
the changing winds that can dramatically
impact the neal estate business.

“50 many people when they get into
a tight spot. don’t know what o do amd
they just kind of freeze,” Camipo sald. “He's
ahvweays ducking and bobbing and moving
around. tryving to find some new way ©

Ric Campo
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Robert Bland S5r. is the
founder of Houston-
basad Pelican Bullders.

JRRRETY WAL AN R

sodve the crisis he's in. He's nesilient ™

After stops 3t The Wilshire and the
tithe compary. Bland drove 2 bit Garther
out 0 Somerset Green, the London-in-
spired inner- Loop community developed
v Housion-based Hines Interesis [P Pel-
ican offers three-and- four-sory detached
homes in the cormmumndty. Bland doosee by
the water features and roendabogts.
the Pelican saless office. shaking hands
with everyone inside. His sales associame
imformed him how after some time. sales
had picked up. with seven homes sold in
the kst month. In otal 77 ots oot of 100
hanve solbd. The first condos came online in
the midst of the oil shamp.

“See, it has an identity now,™ Bland said
eithrsiasticalhy shomnt the developmeni

Heading back o his office from Somer
Bland reaches imoo his pocket and sees this
time, it"s his daughser Brenda™s name flash
ing across the screen and ot 3 bosiness
associate. He smiles and amowers. asking
her if she had made it back i town safiely
that morming.

*Oh. I'm so glad o hear it ™ he showts
enthusiastically im0 the phone. Bren
dia asks her Eatiher wiat he's doing at the
IO

“Oh me.” e says ingo the phone. “I'm
working!™

i3
HIGH-RISE CONDO PROJECTS
ROBERT BLAND SR. HAS BUILT IN HOUSTON
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B THE WOODWAY B WOODWAY PLACE
500 Woodhesy, TI0GE 551 Bawing. TFOST
Ho. of Stories: 20 Mao. of Stories: 18
Ho. of Units: 38 HNo. of Units: 35
Date Completed: 1374 Date Completed: 1385
Sample price of a current unit: 3335000 Sample price of a current unit: 5240000
B WOODWAY PLACE ATRIUM B THE BRIARGLEN
551 Baring D TIOST Z711 Briaeglen. TIO2T
Mo, of Stories: & Mo of Stories: 8
Ho. of Units: 50 Ho. of Units: 68
Date Completed: 1377 Date Complated: 2007

Sample price of a cuorrent unit: 5125 000

El GREENWAY | CONDOMINIUM

15 Greerway Flaza. TS

No. of Stories: 19

Ro. of Units: 200

Date Completed: 7557

Sampls price of 3 corrent unit: $774 000

O 5000 MONTROSE

AT THE MUSEUM

5000 Montrose, 7ADDE

Ho. of Stories: 18

Mo of Units: 20

Date Completed: 1552

Sample price of a current unit- 3245000

B GREENWAY || CONDOMINIUM

4 Gresragy Flaza, TAEE8

No. of Stories: 19

Mo of Units: 200

Date Completed- 1553

Sample price of a corrent unit: 3320000

Sample price of a current unit: 3473000

O HIGHLAND TOWER

Z2H07 Banceoft, TROZ7

No. of Stories: 17

No. of Units: 53

Date Complated: 2010
Sample price of a corment unit: 5335000

O THE WILSHIRE
20T Westcresk Ln, THIET
Mo, of Stories: 17

Mo, of Units: 56

Date Completed: 2018
Sxarts at: SB00 D00

E3 THE REVERE
2305 Welch, TTOS
Mo of Stories: 9
Mo. of Units: 32
Date Completed: 2019 (Esnmated)
Starts at: $1.6M
SOURCE: PELICAN BUSLDERS, HAR

» CLOSER LOOK

ROBERT BLAND SR.

Founder. Pelican Buliders. Inc.

Age: 50

Family- thres Chlcinen, BoberT Bland

Jr_, Brenda Willson and Ellen Bland: frve
grandchideen: Allton Bland, Robert Bland

. Scoft Willson, Lauren Willson and
Krsten Wllson

Frst pob: worbed 25 2 feld engimeser for

a general contractor in New Oeans,
Exgicng owerpasses and uncher parsses for
trains ang highways
Intereating fact: |ned outsade the cowmiry
o 5 —_— . -

arcund the workd and later the Heam
Bathorn Basedball Staciuem in San i

PELICAN BUILDERS INC.

HQ: Housion
Year founded: 1958, formerly
nowmn &5 Bland Devedoprment Commu
Top executives: Fobert Bland

5S¢, founder, and Derek Darnedl,
prreticient
Orwrvership: Frovately
Employess: 14
What it does: Houston-
resachential dewsloprment
Revenue: 550 milhon a
aversge. Bland S sad th
rervpnipe s aboee S100
because of The Wilshine
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New apartments coming
near Houston Farmers Market

allas-based Lincoln Property Co.
D bought a litile more than 8 acres

near the soon- to-be-reimagined
Houston Farmers Market off Alrline Drive
to build a four-story, Class A apartment
complex.

Becky Hand and
Tom Doschwith Hows-
ton's Dosch Marshall
Real Estate brokered
the deal. The land
originally belonged o
an unnamed out-of-
town investor from
Wacno, Texas, and was
sold for an unmdis
closed amount. This
will be Lincoln Property's first multifam
ily project in Howston in about 30 years,
they said. Requests for comment from
Lincoln weren't immediately returned.

The apartment project will include
about 300 units and will have surface

Becky Hand
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parking rather than a parking garage. | be about 18 months before amy units ane
Dosch sald, due to the larger 8-acre | available,

size. Dosch and Hand estimate it could

* HOT MARKET

RIVER OAKS CONDO PROJECT TO BREAK GROUND
IN SPRING, DEVELOPERS SAY

Developers of The Revens, & hoosry
condominium project designed with

River Oaks empty nesters in mind, plan

10 break ground this spring on the nine-
story mid-rise said to look reminiscent of a
saphisticated Park Avenue walk-up.

The I2-unit condo is close to being 40
percent presald. On a recent stop at the
condo sales center on Welch Street near
Revere, Robert Bland Sr., founder and
principal of Houston-based Pelican Builders
Ing., shared details of his 10th high-rise
project in Houston.

The location and audience determined
a lot of the scope of the project. he said.
The high-end wnits will feature 11-foot
high ceilings with plenty of space for art
enthusiasts to display their collections.
Large windows will give residents views of
River Oaks and Montross. The luxury units
will feature hardwood floors. custom wood
cabinets, Sub-fero and Wolf appliances
and fireplaces. Units vary in size from
2,800 vo 3,800 square feat while prices
span from $1.6 million 1o $2.6 million,

Less than three miles away, Pelican’s
ather project The Wilshine (=2 13 units away
from being completely sold out. While
The Revere will have more of a classic,
traditional feel, the 17-story Wilshire has
a more modearnn, sleek ook, Houston-
based Kirksey Architecture designed both
projects, Along with two- to three-bedroom
floor plans, some with a study and den,
the building offers guest suites and two
lounges for resident events and sveryday
use, The units range in size from 1,382

COURTESY PELICAMN BUWLDERS IaC

A rendering of the entrance al The
Revere at River Oaks, a huxury

condominium bullding proposed by
Houston- based Pelican Builders.

to 3,561 square feet and in price from
300,000 1o $3 million.

In addition to a 25.000-square-foot
outdoor patio with ocutdoor pool, cabamas
and kitchen s 2 small gate on the edge
of the Wilshire's patio. That gate prowvides
residents with a direct, walkable route to
the Target naxt door.

They received several offers from
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Reporter
Faureya Rahman

apartment developers, investors and
townhome developers, Dosch sald, all
eager to embark on land they consider
ripe for redevelopment.

“This is a unique OPPOITUNITY 10 COTMe
into a market that's changing very rap-
idly.,” said Dosch, principal at Dosch
Marshall.

Located near the Heighits, the area will
likely start to see new residential and
commercial projects crop up as the mar-
ket's new look is complete. The apart
ment site is at 700 W, Cavaleade St., near
the corner of West Cavalcade and Airline
and about a mile southwest from the
intersection between the 610 Loop and
Interstate 45,

In 2017, Houston-based MLE Capital
Partners closed a deal to acquire a con-
trolling interest im Farmers Marketing
Association of Houston, Texas Ine. and
the Houston Farmers Market, A complete
redevelopment is in the works.

HISD BOARD OK'S JOB-CUTS MOTION, DOES NOT
ANNOUNCE SUPERINTENDENT REPLACEMENT PLANS

Ax thee March B boand meeling. Housion

independent School District trusiees didnt

announce what's o come next following
Richard Carranga’s abrapt announcement
he's leanving to bacome chancellor of the
MNew York City public school system just 18
months after he arrived in Howston,
Refesrring to Carranza’s depariure as

“the ebephant in the room.” Boand President

Rhwonda Skillern-fones said the district will
go on and will get another superiniendent,

“The work doesnt stop: the sky is not
falling.” she =aid.

Thee trustees didn T discuss whether an
interim superintendent would be chosen
o if they would begin a candidate searnch
for a permanent replacement. but they did
approeee @ motion that could pave the way
for staff cuts as the district tries 1o find
ways to address the looming 5115 millkon
projected budget shortfall for the next
Sl YT,

Reazons for the shortfall mclude an
expected decline in revenue from lower
property vabhoes after Hurricane Harvey,
as well as changes to funding models,
expected lowered enrcliment post-Hareey
and recapiure payrments 1o the state for
the now property-wealthy disimct.

Employess in “oritical shortage areas”
such as secondary math, science. English,
bilngual education and some special
edutalion ansss wonl be considened or
potential cuts. However, other teaching
and administratiee positions could e
considened for “program changes.” or any
elimination, curtailment or rearganizathon

W"&Y
HILD

PALIL TAKAMASHI / HBJ
Richard Carranza announoed
March 5 that he's stepping down
s superintendent of the Houston
Independernt School DHsfrict to head the
New York Ciry public school

of a program, according 1o the
agenda.

Skillern-Jones ended the me
reminding everyone that the fi
straing would reguire cuts from
some but all schools.

“Iwe haard a kot of people =2
take from my school.™ she =id.
school would you like us to take
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